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ADVENTURE CAMPS of Tanzania
Kwihala Camp, Ruaha National Park - Fact Sheet – issued 03.11.2011
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Kwihala is a refreshing combination of adventure and style, designed for those who would like to be that little bit closer to the wildlife and the excitement of Africa, but who still crave the creature comforts to which they have become accustomed. Yes we can all rough it when we have to, but why should we when we are on holiday? And whilst it might be fun to crawl into a sleeping bag on occasion, it’s far more preferable to get into a proper bed with a comfortable mattress, freshly pressed linen and a fluffy blanket. There is still the excitement and trepidation of being just a few millimetres of canvas away from the great outdoors amid the sounds and scents of the bush.

Kwihala is about as good as it gets when it comes to a temporary canvas shelter. It is only when camping that you can get the feeling of being at one with Africa. It's exciting, it's wild and you are part of it, but it is not only about smart designer tents, it is about the camp itself. The central mess tent for dining and relaxing, the camp fire, the friendly staff and experienced field guides, the amazing food produced from a ‘camp’ kitchen, the camaraderie, the hospitality and our enthusiasm to show you the best of Ruaha National Park and Southern Tanzania’s truly magnificent wildlife and birdlife.

An experience you are unlikely ever to forget. 
In order to enjoy the camping experience to the full it is recommended that guests stay for a minimum of 3 nights. 
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From the first sight of one of the Kwihala tents you are immediately aware that this is a different style of camping. 
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The shaded veranda with traditional safari chairs welcomes you to enter your spacious sleeping area. Furnished with proper beds - either double or twin bedded - with bedside tables, a dressing table, space for luggage and hanging space, floor rugs and even curtains - this forty square meter canvas home is a far cry from crawling into a bivouac tent.
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The bathrooms (or shower rooms) are equally spacious and furnished with all the facilities of a modern bathroom. The shower may have canvas walls and an ingenious shower arrangement fed from a suspended canvas bucket, but it is very welcome after a long hot day in the bush. A flush toilet in a tent in the bush – no you are not dreaming.

Another surprise as you follow the oil lamp lit trail to your tent in the evening is – electricity! Not only for lights but also for charging batteries and cameras, even hairdryers. The sun’s power harnessed for your comfort.

Constructed out of light sand coloured canvas and covered by a shade producing fly sheet the tents are designed to blend into the environment and to cause as little disturbance as possible to the natural fauna and flora. 

The Ruaha
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 At over 20,000 sq kms Ruaha is the second biggest of Tanzania's National Parks, although when it comes to visitor numbers it certainly has one of the lowest totals. Perhaps it is because it is 'off the beaten track', or that it does not combine easily with the more popular northern parks that its natural splendours of scenery and wildlife are at the moment enjoyed only by the privileged few. 

The life-blood of the park is the Great Ruaha River and its many seasonal tributaries and pools, making this amazingly beautiful semi-arid landscape home to some of the greatest herds of elephant of any National Park in East Africa. The current total population of elephant is estimated at 10,000. Game viewing is varied and spectacular with large prides of lions as well as leopard and cheetah, but it is the species of wildlife not seen in the other Tanzanian parks that excite - the Sable and Roan antelope, the African Wild Dog and unusually both lesser and greater Kudu, together with good numbers of plains game, Buffalo and Giraffe. The birds of Ruaha are also colourful and a big feature of the park. There are over 540 species recorded including both northern and southern migrants.

Game driving in Ruaha is a constant delight, not only for the fauna and bird-life, but it is the landscapes of Ruaha that so impress - this is where you see the true splendour of wild Africa in all its majesty - unspoilt and untouched. 

Getting to Kwihala

 You can get to Kwihala by flying in to Msembe airstrip in Ruaha National Park. Msembe is a 2:30 hours flight from Dar es Salaam and Arusha. 

On arrival at Msembe one of Kwihala's vehicles and guides will be waiting to start your adventure with you.  The drive to the camp is usually 45 minutes but as you will be game driving on the way a good sighting could mean that this journey takes slightly longer.

Location

The camp is currently located in the north of the Ruaha National Park about 45 minutes drive from Msembe air strip near to the Mwagusi Sand River, in the Mbagi Area Site: Mwampeta 1.

It has been sited on a hillside away from the park roads in deepest bush and enjoys wonderful views and superb sunrises and sunsets. Being in the north of the park there is prolific game viewing.
Climate
Ruaha National Park is situated between 7° and 8° south of the Equator, so it enjoys very warm sunny days and warm evenings. However the altitude of the park varies between 1200 and 1600 metres above sea level so can be cool in the early mornings and at night. 
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In the rainy season, Nov/Dec and April/May there is heavy rainfall of usually short duration during part of the day or at night. Rain washes and waters all the vegetation and results in a profusion of wild flowers and plants.

The Camp
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Accommodation
The camp consists of six individual and privately located tents. The spacious tents (40 sq metres) are fully furnished with comfortable beds, integral bathrooms (with bucket showers) and flushing toilets. 
Each tent has a covered veranda area, is mosquito proofed and protected from the elements by a heavy duty fly-sheet. 
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The Mess Tent
Designed by well-known contemporary African designer – Jacquie Resley, the 150 sq metre spacious mess tent is the main social centre of the camp. The separate dining and relaxing areas create a homely feel, although canvas walls and open sides leave one with no illusions that one is camping in the bush. Evening dining is outside under the stars – weather permitting.
Hospitality
The resident 'family' of guides, managers and staff are there to make sure that each guest enjoys the Kwihala camping experience to the full. It is designed to be a canvas 'home' in the bush rather than a hotel or a safari lodge. Our guests’ enjoyment is our reward.

Electricity
The camp has solar power, which provides electric lighting to the mess and to the individual tents during the hours of darkness, but we also use a lot of safari oil lamps.  There is also a square pin plug socket (UK 3 pin type) in each tent supplying 240v power to charge batteries, Laptops, cameras etc. 
Water
Water is obtained from the park headquarters and transported to the camp by a special water carrier. It is not suitable for drinking or teeth brushing (for which bottled water is provided) but is very welcome at the end of a long day when gently warmed,  placed in a canvas bucket and connected to the in-room shower.

Communications
The camp has both long and short wave radio communication, which allows us to contact all of our vehicles in the park and also the main centres of Arusha and Dar es Salaam. There is also a satellite phone for use in case of emergency. Mobile phones get a signal in Ruaha National Park using the Vodacom carrier. We also have an Internet connection at the camp mainly use by the managers, which none the less can be used by clients on request.

Wildlife
We have no boundaries or fences around our beautiful camp. The plains surrounding us are home to many prides of lions. From the camp can be seen on occasion game such as lion, leopard, hyena, elephant, buffalo, impala, zebra and snakes. Ruaha is a bird watchers paradise. Over 220 different species of birds have been spotted from the camp. You will find them singing throughout the day. We advise our guests to enjoy all this game with careful precautions. Our staff will, at all times escort clients to the rooms and mess/lounge area. If animals are seen at the camp we advise you to not disturb their peace and activities. Our professional guides will definitely brief you on this on your arrival at our little paradise in Ruaha.

Transportation 

Road – The Kwihala camp is currently situated about a one-hour drive from the park entrance gate. The Ruaha National Park entrance is approximately two hours’ drive from Iringa, which in turn is approximately seven hours’ drive from Dar es Salaam. It is recommended for road trips to Ruaha that the journey is broken in Mikumi with an overnight (or more) at one of the camps in Mikumi National Park.

Plane – There are scheduled flights to Ruaha from both Dar es Salaam and Arusha with Coastal Air. Flight time is approx 2:30 hours (from both ARS and DAR) the airstrip nearest to the current camp site is ‘Msembe’. Charter flights can be arranged.

Activities
Safaris in the Ruaha National Park are included in the camping package and consist of:
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Game Drives - These are in our specially adapted, open, 4WD vehicles, providing raised seating for better game viewing and shade from the equatorial sun. Game drives are best taken early in the morning or late afternoon. Park rules do not allow vehicular transport in the park during the hours of darkness.
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Walking – Kwihala camp has been given permission to conduct walking safaris and night game drives from the camp. These cannot be booked in advance and are payable at the camp at time of stay.
Guiding
Kwihala Guiding & Management is one of the best services we provide with regard to knowledge. Highly qualified and excellent guides from Clearly Africa Guided Safaris guide and manage this spectacular camp throughout the year in rotation.
Kwihala field guides are trained to conduct game drives in Ruaha National Park and being resident in the park are aware of animal movements and the best locations and times of day to view wildlife and birdlife. They are familiar with the topography of the park and are a veritable mine of information on animals, birds, trees, flowers, insects etc. The guides are always available in the camp to impart their specialist knowledge. 

Please see below CVs of our current Manager Guides.

Recommended Clothing
For most of the year the lightest and most comfortable clothing is recommended, preferably of natural fibre. The heat is dry and the sun can be fierce, so long sleeves are recommended for safaris. A sun hat or bush hat is an essential item on safari. Sometimes in the evenings and early mornings the drop in temperature may require a light sweater to be worn, particularly in the “winter” months – June, July and August. It is advisable to select clothes in shades of brown, green, khaki etc when interacting with the bush. White is not advisable when game driving or walking and certain shades of blue attract flying insects. However in the evenings you will be pleased to know all colours and patterns are acceptable. 

Private Groups & Exclusive use
Private groups and exclusive use of the camp bookings are welcomed and special arrangements can be made for individual requirements. 
Special Occasions
Great care and pride will be taken in organising a special occasion or event whilst camping with Kwihala. We can provide the right atmosphere and menu for a birthday, anniversary, special bush lunches, dinners and sundowners. 

Children
For safety reasons, children aged 0-6 yrs are not encouraged at Kwihala Camp.
Seasons
The main season, mostly dry,  is from 1st June until 24th March each year after which the camp is closed during the low/rainy season, till the end of May. 

The Manager Guides:

Steven Roskelly
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From an early age Steve has been preoccupied with wildlife and nature and his working life has been spent in the field of nature reserves, wild animals and wide-open spaces. Living in, and having travelled extensively in, Southern Africa, he realises that nature is where his heart and passion lies. Private and guiding journeys to the wilderness areas of Tanzania, Botswana and Namibia have re-enforced his keen desire for travel and the exploration of unknown habitats and their natural inhabitants.
Guiding experience from open vehicles, on foot and in light aircraft, from low veldt savannas to lowland Sand Forests and rugged coastlines are among Steve’s repertoire of working activities. In addition to guiding, Steve has also spent time training the next generation of Field Guides based in various reserves across the Limpopo low veldt.
Steve’s formal credentials include a degree in Botany & Zoology as well as top guiding and tracking qualifications from the Field Guides Association of Southern Africa. Steve’s passion for nature and photography together with his bush-skills, honed over many years as a wildlife guide, have taught him to be humble in the presence of the wildlife that surrounds us. 

"If one listens, nature will speak of wonders and awaken the strongest of human emotions"
Pietro Luraschi
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Born in Milan in 1975
His passion for Africa took him to the continent first as a volunteer in the Tarangire Lion Project, a research project on the lion population in the Tarangire National Park in Northern Tanzania.
He studied to become a professional guide in South Africa in the Kruger National Park, where he received his qualifications for ARH (Advanced Rifle Handling) and Level 2 qualification from FGASA (Field Guide Association of Southern Africa), the most accredited association of safari guides in Africa. He also received a qualification as a Trails Guide, again from FGASA, regarding the conduct of walking safaris in areas with potentially dangerous game. This was obtained at Beho Beho in Tanzania.
He has worked as a guide and as camp manager in southern Tanzania in two of the wildest and most untouched areas in the African continent, Ruaha National Park and Selous Game Reserve.
During these years he has heightened his knowledge of the bush by working for three different camps, Mdonya Old River Camp, Selous Impala Camp and Lake Manze Camp.
He Speaks Kiswahili. "Bwana wa porini"

Marius Swart
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Game drive with Marius

Since 1992 Marius has been passionately sharing the splendours of nature with friends and strangers alike. With a penchant for walking safaris he developed a sense of awareness and pace, which provides for an experience of being an observer rather than a participant in Nature’s flow of events. Considering himself a generalist, as his interests are as divergent as nature itself, he thrives in discovering new wild places and piecing together the components which underpin their cycles. Preferring small groups of guests and quiet concessions has led him to some spectacular and unknown regions where interpretation occurs naturally and spontaneously,  as the events and behaviour displayed by the wildlife are observed.
Marius enjoys photography, adventure motorcycling and flying as hobbies when he isn’t “working”...

"Please join me for a journey of discovery, not only of nature’s treasure chest, but of yourself."
Festo Rafaelle Ntayaye
[image: image17.jpg]



Born in 1974 to a father who was a Game Ranger in Rungwa and Selous Game Reserves, Festo accompanied his Dad on numerous patrols and thus developed a fascination for nature and the wildlife they observed.

After school Festo completed a one year course in Guiding and started working as a guide in Selous Game Reserve where he conducted drives and walks, sharing his knowledge and experiences with guests. 

After a few years in Selous he found an opportunity to guide in Ruaha National Park which is situated next to his childhood haunt of Rungwa. Here he honed his skills as guide and excelled as interpreter of all things wild.

Today he is still in Ruaha and his passion for the Park is clearly visible.

Festo really enjoys bird-watching as well as taking time to calmly sit and observe the events around him as they happen. “This way one is able to really get to understand how things fit together”.

ADVENTURE CAMPS CONTACTS
INFORMATION AND RATES

Please contact: info@adventurecampstz.com
BOOKING CONTACT DETAILS
Please book the Camps (Manze, Kwihala, Mdonya and Impala) directly with us by email at: reservations@adventurecampstz.com 
For Mbweni Ruins Hotel book at: hotel@mbweni.com
unless you require a combination in which case use reservations@adventurecampstz.com
ADVENTURE CAMPS ADDRESS

P O Box 40569, Dar es Salaam, TANZANIA

Tel +255-22-2452005/6   Fax +255-22-2452004

Office Mobile : +255-753-115908  or +255-787-817591

Enquiries & Reservations: reservations@adventurecampstz.com
Web: www.adventurecampstz.com
SELOUS IMPALA camp

Enquiries: impala@adventurecampstz.com
LAKE MANZE camp

Enquiries: manze@adventurecampstz.com 

MDONYA OLD RIVER camp

Enquiries: mdonya@adventurecampstz.com
KWIHALA camp

Enquiries: reservations@kwihala.com 

MBWENI RUINS Hotel

Enquiries: P O Box 2542, Zanzibar, TANZANIA   Tel. +255 24 223 5478/9 Fax +255 24 223 0536

Email: hotel@mbweni.com   Web: www.mbweni.com
