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ADVENTURE CAMPS of Tanzania 

Kwihala Camp Recommendations for a pleasant stay
Dear Guest,

Welcome to Kwihala Camp! The name means “bush” in WaHehe, the native language of the Ruaha area. In order to enjoy the camping experience to the full it is recommended that guests stay for a minimum of 3 nights.
Kwihala  Camp is located in the north of Ruaha National Park, in one of the wildest areas, about 45 minutes drive from Msembe air strip south of the Mwagusi Sand River, in the Mbagi Area Site: Mwampeta 1.  It has been sited on a hillside away from the park roads in deepest bush and enjoys wonderful views and superb sunrises and sunsets. There is prolific game viewing here. 

We have no boundaries or fences around our beautiful camp. The plains surrounding us are home to many prides of lions. From the camp can be seen on occasion lion, leopard, hyena, elephant, buffalo, impala, zebra and snakes. Ruaha is a bird watchers paradise. Over 220 different species of birds have been spotted from the camp. You will find them singing throughout the day. We advise our guests to enjoy all this game with careful precautions. Our staff will, at all times escort clients to the rooms and mess/lounge area. If animals are seen at the camp we advise you to not disturb their peace and activities. Our professional guides will definitely brief you on this on your arrival at our little paradise in Ruaha.
Don’t be afraid of the animals but respect them. There is no danger as long as you follow some important rules:

· When walking around the camp, stick to the sand paths.

· Remember to zip the tent shut every time you go in and out.

· Kindly we ask that you DO NOT take any kind of food, especially fruits, to the tents.
· Always use a torch inside the tent after dark. 

· Don’t walk around the camp unless you are accompanied by a member of staff.

· Never approach wild animals. 

Remember that the animals are not interested in us – if we don’t disturb them, they won’t bother us. At night you will hear a lot of noises all around you. Normally this is caused by hyenas or impalas, but even if you hear a lion you are completely safe in your tent.

The camp consists of six individual and privately located tents. The spacious tents (40 sq m) are fully furnished with comfortable beds, integral bathrooms (bucket showers) and flushing toilets. Each tent has a covered veranda area, is mosquito proofed and protected from the elements by a heavy duty ‘fly’ sheet.
Complimentary laundry service is available, you will find a basket by the basins in your tent where you can place items, items are usually returned within 24-36 hours. Please let management know if there are special precautions to be taken with any items - for example some light materials cannot be ironed. We are sorry but we cannot do dry cleaning!

The camp has solar power, which provides electric lighting to the mess and to the individual tents during the hours of darkness, but we also use a lot of safari oil lamps.  There is also a square pin plug socket (UK 3 pin type) in each tent supplying 240v power to charge batteries, Laptops, cameras etc. 

If you have valuables that you would like to be locked up, there is a management safe where these can be secured on request. 
Designed by well-known contemporary African designer  Jacquie Resley, the 150 sq m spacious mess tent is the main social centre of the camp. The separate dining and relaxing areas create a homely feel. Meal times are not fixed, but we normally gather for drinks at around 7.30pm and sit down for dinner around half an hour later. 
A member of staff will come to collect you at your tent in time to escort you to the Lodge area. You will always be escorted to  and from your tent.
Drinks are complimentary at Kwihala camp, including beer, local and imported spirits and wines, champagne, cognacs, soft drinks, bottled water. 

The resident 'family' of guides, managers and staff are there to make sure that each guest enjoys the Kwihala camping experience to the full. It is designed to be a canvas 'home' in the bush rather than a hotel or a safari lodge. 
Great care and pride will be taken in organising a special occasion or event whilst camping with Kwihala. We can provide the right atmosphere and menu for a birthday, anniversary, special bush lunches, dinners and sundowners so please let us know if you have something to celebrate.

Water is obtained from the park headquarters and transported to the camp by a special water carrier. It is not suitable for drinking or teeth brushing (for which bottled water is provided) but is very welcome at the end of a long day when gently warmed, placed in a canvas bucket and connected to the in-room shower. There are flush loos in each tent bathroom.
The camp has both long and short wave radio communication, which allows us to contact all of our vehicles in the park and also the main centres of Arusha and Dar es Salaam. There is also a satellite phone for use in case of emergency. Mobile phones get a signal in Ruaha National Park using the Vodacom carrier. 
Every day, either at breakfast or before dinner, you can discuss with the Manager Guides what activities you would like to do next day. These consist of:


Game Drives - These are in our specially adapted, open, 4WD vehicles, providing raised seating for better game viewing and shade from the equatorial sun. Game drives are best taken early in the morning or late afternoon. Park rules do not allow vehicular transport in the park during the hours of darkness. We can offer two game drives a day, returning to the camp for lunch, or a full day safari with picnic lunch.
Walking – The national park allows a certain amount of walking, always accompanied by an armed park ranger. Walks are arranged early in the morning along the Ruaha River, which provides spectacular wildlife and birdlife activity. Walking is not permitted for children 15 years or younger and is subject to permission from the park authorities.  A walking safari can replace one of the two daily game drives, if available. 
Kwihala has two 6-seater (three rows of seats) open-sided 4WD vehicles used for game drives.  There is always one resident Manager Guide and a professional Tanzanian guide in camp, one of whom will be in each vehicle on game drives. 

During a game drive it is absolutely forbidden to approach animals on foot or to get out of the car. If you need to stretch your legs, or to go behind a bush for a minute, please ask the driver and he will find a suitable place for you.
For most of the year the lightest and most comfortable clothing is recommended, preferably of natural fibre. The heat is dry and the sun can be fierce, so long sleeves are recommended for safaris. A sun hat or bush hat is an essential item on safari. Sometimes in the evenings and early mornings the drop in temperature may require a light sweater to be worn. It is advisable to select clothes in shades of brown, green, khaki etc when interacting with the bush. White is not advisable when game driving or walking and certain shades of blue attract flying insects. However in the evenings, you will be pleased to know, all colours and patterns are acceptable. 

If you would like to leave a tip for the staff, (USD 10 per day is considered a good tip), please leave the tip in the box in the lounge area, as every staff member is involved in making your stay as pleasant as possible, not just those who accompanied you on your safari.

We hope you enjoy your stay at Kwihala. If there is a part of your stay that you were not satisfied with, please let us know so that we can improve our camp and services. 

If you have any questions, please ask a member of management. 

We wish you a pleasant and memorable stay. 

The Kwihala Camp Team
